
After spending nearly 
the entire month of 
April in the West African 
country of Ghana, Dr. 
Robert Horwich, Direc-
tor of Community Con-
servation, Inc., has re-
turned home to rural 
Gays Mills with a new 
stamp on his passport.  
Dr. Horwich was asked 
to visit the country on 
the western coast of 
Africa by associate Mark 
Fenn as part of a larger 
Hεƴ aǇƻŀƴŀ όάƻǳǊ Ŏƻŀǎǘέύ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ 
Resources Center ς University of Rhode Island.  Spe-
cifically, Fenn asked Horwich to bring his experience 
in catalyzing community-based conservation to the 
forest reserves of Cape Three Points, one of the last 
coastal forests on the coast of West Africa.  These 
forests, and the endangered species that inhabit 
them, are currently unprotected from the historically 
devastating effects of logging and illegal hunting. 

 

The Bush Meat Market Problem 

While in Ghana, Dr. Horwich studied specifically two 
small pockets of remaining forest and the small and 
depleting populations of five endemic species and 
subspecies of monkey, including the endangered olive 
Ŏƻƭƻōǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻŦŦǊƻȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ϧ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƻƭƻōǳǎΦ  
One of these forest pockets, known locally as Monkey 
Hill, amounts to a mere 31 hectares and is located 
right in middle of the city of Takoradi.   

Not far from Cape Three Points, researchers from 
West African Primate Conservation Action (WAPCA) 
were completing a census of wildlife in a wetland for-
Ŝǎǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ /ƾǘŜ 5ΩLǾƻƛǊŜΦ   Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
species remain in this area, but villagers have re-
ǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǊǎΦ ²ŀƭŘǊƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŘ ŎƻƭƻōǳǎΣ ŀ 
subspecies thought to be extinct as of 2000 and last 
officially sighted in 1978.   Dr. Horwich and WAPCA 
researchers visited with local chiefs in this area to gain 
permission to go further into the wetlands for further 
census research in hopes of finding new populations 

and opening the door of pos-
sibility.  The problem of bush 
meat hunting and the deple-
tion of local monkey popula-
tions have led some prima-
tologists to go so far as to call 
the forests of Ghana the 
άǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 
that monkeys in these areas 
have become so few in num-
bers and shy in behavior. 

 

Potential for Conservation 

Accompanied by local men, Dr. 
Horwich traveled between villages in the Cape 
Three Points region, speaking with local commu-
nities about the remaining forests, the animals 
known to inhabit them and the challenges to con-
serving these areas.  At this meeting, Dr. Horwich 
presented model projects from Belize and Assam, 
India that were similarly catalyzed by communi-
ties themselves.  Villagers indicated that they 
were interested in conserving the forests and the 
local wildlife, but were not receiving positive 
feedback from their governments and were be-
coming discouraged.  These initial discussions led 
to a regional meeting of villages surrounding Cape 
Three Points.  This meeting discussed the poten-
tial for local jobs forming out of forest protection 
and alternative livelihoods such as tourism, soap-
making, beekeeping, a village restaurant, and 
farming other sources of meat such as the cane 
rat, a local giant snail, or chickens to deal specifi-
cally with the bush meat problem. 

Based on this initial positive feedback and desire 
of villagers to act, Dr. Horwich sees good poten-
tial for community-led conservation in these 
ŀǊŜŀǎΦ   ά²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
other projects which have continued on with 
ƳǳŎƘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣέ IƻǊǿƛŎƘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘπ
ing on other Community Conservation projects, 
άL ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƘŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊπ
ward to assisting these villages with their con-
ǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƻŀƭǎΦέ 

ҍ 

Villagers at Adelazo look over a map of Cape 3 

Points Forest Reserve 
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Visit the 
Community Baboon 

Sanctuary Online 
At 

www.howlermonkeys.org 

Community Baboon Sanctuary Makes Site Improvements 

In Memoriam: Rajen Islari 
 I first met Rajen Islari at an Indo-US Primate Conference held in Jodhpur, India in 1997. He was not a 

primatologist but more important to me he was a quiet unassuming villager from western Assam 

with the fire of an activist conservationist. I was attending the meeting to become re-involved in 

India after a 30 year hiatus.  Speaking with Rajen, I was convinced I had a potential partner in conser-

ǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ wŀƧŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 

and an inspiration to all of us who were part of the Golden Langur Conservation Project and the Ma-

nas Biosphere Elephant Project. 

From our first meeting, he has been a good friend and an activist community conservationist. He 

embodied what is best in Community Conservation. He introduced me to over a hundred villages in 

the Manas Biosphere and was a tireless campaigner to motivate his fellow villagers to protect their 

forests and wildlife. 

From 1998 to 2004 he was my guide into the politics of Assam Forests.  Despite the militants in the 

forest I never feared to go anywhere because I knew that Rajen Islari was respected by the people in Assam 

and he was thorough in knowing what was safe to do.  Because of his guiding I went in to almost every area 

within the Manas Biosphere and met with most of the communities there.  

When the militant period was over in 2004 and we thought the forest would be safe, the log smugglers began 

to threaten forest staff and community members and some of us felt it was another hopeless situation. But 

Rajen Islari, always working for the good of the forest, contacted Sri Kampa Borgoyari, Minister of the Environ-

ment of the new Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) and offered to hand-pick a new Bodoland Forest Protection 

Force from forest villagers across the Biosphere if the BTC would support them with a modest salary. This idea 

grew until there are now 14 community groups protecting the entire Manas Biosphere Reserve.  Islari then 

worked to bring those groups together and he was elected President of the Unified Forest Conservation Net-

work until his recent death.  A spiritual man, he was a quiet modest leader, embodying in its deepest sense 

{ŜǊǾŀƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǾƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀƴŀǎ ŀǎ ŀ ά²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜ ƛƴ 

5ŀƴƎŜǊΦέ 

One of our colleagues said what we all were thinking ς what will we do without Islari? But there is really only 

one answer ς he will be the same inspiration in death as he was to all of us in life.  We can only honor him as he 

would wish and to carry on what was his passion ς to protect the Assam forest that he loved and saved.

           

                                                                                                                                                       Dr. Robert H. Horwich 

a total of seven bridges along sanctuary walkways 

to improve the experience of Sanctuary visitors.  

CBS was also able to rewire the fences surround-

ing the Sanctuary grounds and purchase uniforms 

and safety equipment for its guides. 

The Community Baboon Sanctuary continues to 

promote and participate in community clean-up 

and conservation events in addition to hosting 

community outreach and youth education pro-

grams as well as guided tours to the public. 

Twenty-six years after Drs. Horwich & Lyon of 

Community Conservation helped several rural 

villages in Belize create the Community Baboon 

Sanctuary, the CBS is still going strong and visi-

tors will now be welcomed to the Sanctuary by 

several site improvements. 

Thanks to support from the Protected Areas 

Conservation Trust and the helping hands of 

over 40 students from the University of Belize, 

the CBS was able to install gravel walkways and 

C o m m u n i t y  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  I n c .  



forest protection the GLCP is also protect-

ing all other species in the biosphere.  

With support from the US Fish & Wildlife 

Service Asian Elephant grants adminis-

tered by Natures Foster, there is evidence 

that the elephant population and the tiger 

population have both increased as well. 

This Assam project was a test of a phe-

nomenon that we call conservation conta-

gion.  During the years that CC was fo-

cused on conservation in Belize (1985-

1999), we hoped to help the conservation 

community and Government of Belize to 

create a community co-managed pro-

tected areas system for Belize.  By events, 

some planned and others not, and by a 

country news campaign, most of the rural 

villages heard what the communities of 

the Community Baboon Sanctuary had 

accomplished. Some individuals created 

similar community programs and other 

communities became activated and 

Assam communities were instrumental in 

bringing back Manas and having it de-

listed from its IUCN (International Union 

for Conservation of nature) 1992 listing as 

ŀ ά²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜ ƛƴ 5ŀƴƎŜǊΦέ YŀƳǇŀ 

Borgoyari, Deputy Chief of the Bodoland 

Territorial Council who Community Con-

servation and its NGO partners are work-

ƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ έ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ aŀπ

nas change over the past several years, 

ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƛǘΧΦ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

the continued support of the people, this 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ  

Community Conservation began the 

Golden Langur Conservation Project 

(GLCP) in 1998 and by 2001 it had tar-

geted the Manas Biosphere Reserve be-

cause it was the main Indian habitat for 

the endangered golden langur that is en-

demic to western Assam and Bhutan. 

With the militant cease fire and the initia-

tion of the regional management by the 

Bodoland Territorial Council spearheaded 

by Mr. Borgoyari, a community conserva-

tion contagion stimulated by the project 

took place as more and more communi-

ties joined the project until presently 14 

community groups protect the entire 

Biosphere an area of 285,000 hectares. 

Due to the Golden Langur Conservation 

Project the Indian population of the 

golden langur increased from 1500 mon-

keys in 1999 to 5586 langurs in 2008 as a 

direct result of community protection. 

Using the golden langur as a flagship spe-

cies but focused on reforestation and 

pushed the government of Belize to cre-

ate protected areas throughout the coun-

try.  Eventually the government created 

policy for community co-management of 

National Parks and other protected areas 

and over a dozen community organiza-

tions have signed agreements to co-

manage these protected areas. 

Given the results in Belize, when CC initi-

ated the Golden Langur Conservation 

Project in Assam, India, we targeted the 

whole region that encompassed the In-

dian habitat of the golden langur and 

later focused on the Manas Biosphere. 

Although the creation of a conservation 

contagion situation may not always occur, 

CC has learned that we can maximize the 

possibility of it occurring by creating op-

portunities for communities, government 

agencies and non-governmental organiza-

tion to come together for meetings, semi-

nars, and events focused on a conserva-

tion issue. There is some evidence that 

conservation contagion has started in 

Peru where we have coordinated semi-

nars with our partner Neotropical Primate 

Conservation, focused on the cloud forest 

habitat of the critically endangered en-

demic yellow tailed woolly monkey.  In 

Ghana, we met with groups of villagers 

and then brought them together in a lar-

ger composite meeting which seemed to 

raise the excitement of the villagers sur-

rounding the targeted area, the Cape 3 

Points Forest Reserve. 

Manas Renewed as a World Heritage Site 
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The Manas Biosphere is home to Asian  
Elephants in addition to almost 500 other  

species of animalsτsome which can only be 
found within the Manas Biosphere Reserve,  

such as the golden langur. 

You can help communities worldwide protect endangered wildlife and rare habitat!  

Please make checks payable to: Community Conservation  

and mail to:     50542 One Quiet Lane 

        Gays Mills, WI  54631 

Yes, Please accept my tax-deductible donation to Community Conservation: 

Friend of Community Sanctuaries  

Wildlife Supporter 

Santuary Builder 

Forest Protector 

Community Conservation Catalyst 

Conservation Partner 

$25.00  

$50.00 

$100.00 

$250.00 

$500.00 

$1000.00 

Name 

Address 

Email 

In Honor/Memory of 



Have you seen the new website?  This spring, Community 

Conservation unveiled a completely new website featuring an 

easy to navigate home page, updated project pages, links to 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ   

 

Visitors to the website can also sign up to gain access to a 

ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ άIƻǿ ǘƻ /ŀǘŀƭȅȊŜ ŀ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ /ƻƳπ

Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣέ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊπ

vation director, Dr. Robert Horwich.  The 8 lectures currently 

available on the website are meant to provide conservation-

ists with ideas, concepts and practices that have been used in 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳπ

munity-based projects.  It is also the hope that these lectures 

will help create a conservation contagion that will carry on to 

conservation partners worldwide. 

 

These lectures were developed as a short course that was 

given at the 2006 meeting of the Society for Conservation 

Biology, at the Congress of Mexican Primatology, and to con-

servationists and communities in Madagascar, Peru and Wis-

consin.  We hope, through posting the lectures on the web-

site, to make available to conservationists this short course 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нс ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

from 23 projects in 13 countries.  This material indicates that 

techniques and concepts that we have developed over the 

years are one solution to the problem of world-wide defores-

ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ CƻǊ ŀ 

preview of what is in the lectures see our recent publication 

on the website that is in Solutions journal. 

 

You can also find Community Conservation 

ƻƴ ŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ  .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ά[ƛƪŜέ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

have the latest information on CC projects delivered right to 

your News Feed. 
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Gays Mills, WI 54631 
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Fax: 512-519-8494 

www.communityconservation.org 

cc@communityconservation.org 

Community Conservation, Inc. 

CC Launches New Website, Video Lecture Series 

Community Conservation, Inc. is a non-profit corporation 

registered under sec. 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code of 

1954  and authorized by Chapter 181 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

In order to promote global biodiversity and sustainable land use, Community Conservation catalyzes, facilitates, and empowers local people  

to manage and conserve natural resources within the social, cultural, and economic context of their communities  

and facilitates widespread, global adoption of community-based conservation. 
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